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We honour the significant role they play for our community
and our Festival to flourish.

This Creative Learning Resource was prepared by Maxxi Minaxi May

ABOUT SCHOOLS’
DAY 2022

Perth Festival Schools’ Day brings together prominent children’s
authors, researchers and presenters for a fun and educational day
exploring big ideas through stories, science, nature and culture.
This program links the idea of creativity with science and culture.
There are a number of new books being published that highlight
the importance of creativity within science and nature. Additionally,
recognising that for young people today, climate change is an important
aspect of science. To talk about climate change, we need to also
recognise those who have been caring for our country for thousands
of years, Aboriginal people.
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CURRICULUM
LINKS
ENGLISH
STEM

ABORIGINAL PERSPECTIVES
SUSTAINABILITY

SUBJECT AREA

YEAR LEVEL

CONNECTIONS

English

All years

Developing students’ skills in listening, reading,
viewing, speaking, writing and creating through
experiencing a variety of literary texts and imagery.
Be exposed to different characters, events and
stories, non-fiction and fiction. Respond to texts.

STEM (Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics)

All years

Encouraging the exploration of the world and
discovery – asking questions and learning how
things work through creativity, critical analysis,
independent thinking and communication.

Humanities & Social
Sciences

All years

Developing knowledge, wonder, curiosity and
respect. Understanding and appreciation of the past
and its impact. Understanding and commitment to
sustainability. Knowledge and understanding of the
connections between (different) peoples.

Languages

All years

Learn and understand Noongar words and culture.

Health & Physical
Education

1–3

Learn about positive action for health and wellbeing.

The Arts

All years

Media & Visual Arts – exploring the world around
us, visualisation of ideas, experiences, observations
and imagination. Awareness of artists and how they
present, develop and create their ideas. Exploration
of how media arts can represent the world.

CROSS-CURRICULUM PRIORITY AREAS
Aboriginal and Torres
Strait Islander Histories
and Cultures (Aboriginal
Perspectives)

All years

Deepen knowledge of Australia by engaging with the
world’s oldest continuous living cultures. Valuing
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories,
cultures and perspectives including languages,
literatures and literacies. Respect and critical
understanding for storytelling traditions and
contemporary literature.

Sustainability

All years

Through literature, developing understanding to
contribute to more sustainable patterns of living
into the future in relation to environments, ecology
and society. English as the priority of sustainability
is enhanced though awareness, reflection,
interpretation, engagement and knowledge.
Literature enables the sharing of knowledge through
listening, speaking, reading, viewing and writing.
Interrogating texts enables informed decision making
in relation to sustainability, such as responsible
action and the creation of change-making texts for
more sustainable futures.
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PRIMARY SCHOOL
YEARS 1 – 3
SESSION 1:
NOONGAR LANGUAGE WITH DR ROMA WINMAR
Dr Roma Winmar is the Elder-in-Residence at ECU and a Noongar language teacher at
Moorditj College. She has worked extensively in Indigenous education and the arts. She is a
strong advocate of the Noongar language and culture and has translated many children’s
songs into Noongar.
In this session Dr Winmar will share stories of culture and Noongar language. Join in the
celebration of the great Noongar language.
KEY THEMES 		

Language and Noongar culture and stories

Language is the words and expressions that people use to communicate to each other
e.g., words, writing, facial expressions and gestures. Animals communicate too, but they do
not use language as humans do. They do make sounds though.
Learning Aboriginal languages supports Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal students to develop a
strong sense of identity, pride and self-esteem that strengthens wellbeing and engagement.
FORMAT 			

Conversation/ Presentation, Q&A

WHAT TO EXPECT

Noongar language and cultural stories.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
DISCUSS what language means to you. Did you hear words you have not
heard before? Can you say them or remember what they meant? Did you
have a favourite word? Do you know the same word in another language?
WATCH these videos https://www.mayakeniny.com/childrens-songs/ and
SING along to well-known children’s songs in Noongar with Roma. Click
on the song titles to download the lyrics for your teaching activities or to
colour-in. Use in the classroom is encouraged!
QUESTIONS
•

What was your favourite word that you learnt?

•

What words can you remember and say out loud?
How would you use them in a story?

•

What was your favourite story Nan Roma told?

•

What do you remember? What story can you tell aloud?

•

Do you like learning new words?

•

Who are the Noongar people?
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LISTEN to 50 words in Australian Indigenous languages
https://50words.online/
Search “Wadjak Noongar”

CURRICULUM LINKS
English

Language, Literature, Literacy

Humanities & Social Sciences

Knowledge and Understanding

Languages

Aboriginal language or Torres Strait Islander language
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SESSION 2:
BACKYARD BUGS WITH DR HELEN MILROY
Dr Helen Milroy is a descendent of the Palyku people of the Pilbara region and is an
award-winning children’s author and illustrator. Her new picture book is Backyard Bugs.
In this session students will learn how to connect with their environment, observe and
celebrate the insects in their own backyards.
KEY THEMES 		
			

Environment, Observation,
Skills on how to take inspiration from the natural world

Environment is everything around us including places, animals, people, buildings and nature.
What kind of environment do bugs like? What is yours, is it the same as bugs?
Observation is to pay attention to something e.g., to listen or watch. What did Dr Milroy notice
about the bugs she talks about in her book? What do you remember?
A skill is when you learn to do something well and this can be learnt by noticing nature e.g., how
a bug collects food or how it makes its home. What skills does Dr Milroy talk about that she has
learnt from observing the natural world?
FORMAT 			

Storytelling/live reading, Presentation, Q&A

WHAT TO EXPECT
			
			

Live reading of the book, explanation around how the book
was developed and some information on bugs, a performative element
with a puppet to engage kids, craft style activity themed around bugs.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
DISCUSS how you felt when Helen was reading. Did the story make you
happy or sad? What did the story make you think of? Where is this story
set? What is this book telling us about the environment? What did you
see and learn about nature?
ACT like a bug!
Using Backyard Bugs as your inspiration, have colour printed images
of 1-3 bugs. Talk about the movements mentioned in the book. Get
children to say (or spell/write) the words and then make the sounds
e.g., scurrying. Demonstrate one of the movements. Then, create some
space in your room and allow children to act out the movements.
Compare 1-3 bug movements and talk about how they are different.
E.g., slow, fast, jumpy. Now add the sounds to the movements.
You could take this further by making costumes out of painted
cardboard for the bugs to wear and/or creating the bugs’ environment
using paint. Ask students if they regularly do any movements like any of
these bugs.
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QUESTIONS
•

What bugs are in Backyard Bugs?

•

Are they Australian creatures? How do you know?

•

What are the bugs doing e.g., the spider?

•

Do you have a favourite bug?

•

Can you tell a story about one?

•

What bugs have you seen in your backyard?

•

What does it look like? What sounds does it make?
How does it move e.g., scurry?

WATCH
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kxlmj0dG6ZY
Join Honey the brushtail possum and Dr Helen Milroy, author of
Backyard Birds and Wombat, Mudlark and Other Stories, in this special
reading of Dingo and Moon.

CURRICULUM LINKS
English

Language, Literature, Literacy

Languages

Aboriginal language or Torres Strait Islander language

Science

Science understanding
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SESSION 3:
REAL STORIES OF ANIMALS IN SPACE WITH
JAMES FOLEY
James Foley is a prolific children’s author and illustrator known for his funny and interactive
workshops that encourage students to create their own work. His new book, Stellarphant, is
about an elephant who wants to be an astronaut and is determined to overcome any obstacle
to get there.

Images from:
alphabetsoup.net.au/2021/11/10/james-foley-on-stellarphant/

In this session James shares his ideas about animal astronauts, bringing characters to life and
how to create stories that are surprising and original.

↑ This is the original sketch that started it all.
KEY THEMES 		

↑ Final artwork in Stellarphant

Characterisation, Illustration, Storytelling

Characterisation describes what a person is like. Character can be description, speech, actions
and thoughts. Stella is determined, and this can be seen through her focus on learning what she
needs to do to become an astronaut.
Illustration is the act of creating a drawing, diagram or picture. Stellarphant is a picture book,
so it is filled with illustrations created by James Foley that go with the story (words).
Storytelling is to share a story which can be by speaking, reading, or acting (movement).
James Foley has told a story by writing and illustrating.
FORMAT 			

Workshop, live demonstrations, Q&A, Activity

WHAT TO EXPECT
			

A live demonstration of illustration, discussion with students about
characters and illustration, practical activity for students to complete.
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
James’ story talks about dreams and goals. It is also about being
different and determined. DISCUSS what other animal characters you saw
that were astronauts (describe what they act/look like)? What is Stella’s
character like? How does her character help her to prove her ability?
What does Stella do to prove she can become an astronaut? In this story,
who or what can become astronauts? Have you heard or seen a story
like this before? Stella is described as a hero. Why, what did she do?
What kind of hero are you? Is this story funny or sad? In the drawings of
this story, what kind of lines, colours and shapes have been used. Can
you describe them?
CREATE a little story inspired by the book or an important virtue
(e.g. determination) you would like the children to practice. Use a simple
sentence per page. Photocopy the pages and give one to each child. Ask
them to draw the story. Give each of them a restricted array of colours
to use to colour in (like illustrators do) to connect the illustrations
together. Place the pages together in story order for all to see. Ask
the children what they see in the images, and what they like, dislike.
Ask them if they would like to add anything to the story/stories. Once
the discussion is complete, photocopy, collate and attach the pages
together to create a book(s). Give a copy to each child. If you want to
take these images further, you could scan and use Adobe Photoshop
filters (photocopy or trace) to digitise the images, then you could
compare and contrast the original and the digital and talk
about technology.
RESEARCH actual animals that have been to space. Talk with the children
about animals in space. When, why and how they are sent to space?
Which animals have been sent to space? Is Stella as an astronaut
possible? Create a visual timeline of space travel and include the animals
that have been.
QUESTIONS
•

Do animals make good astronauts?

•

Why do the people think the elephant will not make a good astronaut?

•

Is Stella an unusual hero?

•

Do you have a hero? What do they do?

•

How did James draw? Do you draw like that?

•

What did you learn about characters?

•

How would you describe your character?

•

What activity did you do? What did you like about this activity?
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WATCH James Foley’s trailer about Stellarphant.
https://youtu.be/JKaX5w1HHLA

CURRICULUM LINKS
STEM
English

Language, Literature, Literacy

Health & Physical Education

Movement and physical activity

Humanities & Social Sciences

Knowledge and understanding (Geography & History)
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PRIMARY SCHOOL
YEARS 4 – 6
SESSION 1:
DISCOVERING STORIES WITH DIANNE WOLFER
Dianne Wolfer is an award-winning children’s author whose stories of nature and Australian
STEM stars include Munjed Al Muderis – From Refugee to Surgical Inventor.
In this session Dianne will show students how to research real events to create compelling and
inspiring stories.
KEY THEMES 		

Research, Storytelling, Creative thinking, Inspiration

Research is to think about (study) and look for new information, facts and understanding often
to prove something or to increase knowledge. What research methods does Dianne Wolfer use?
Some fun methods of research are quizzes and interviews.
Storytelling is to share a story which can be by speaking, reading, or acting (movement).
A story usually is trying to tell you something. Dianne Wolfer has told a true story about Munjed
Al Muderis by writing his story. What is she wanting the reader to learn by writing this book?
Creative thinking are thoughts that are about coming up with clever ways to solve problems/
issues e.g., Munjed Al Muderis had to really think and imagine new solutions for his prosthetics.
Inspiration is when you are excited by something or someone which gives you new ideas
e.g., Munjed Al Muderis was inspired by the film The Terminator.
FORMAT 			

Workshop, Q&A, Activity

WHAT TO EXPECT
			
			

Presentation with examples of Dianne’s work and research,
guide on how this is achieved, advice for how students can implement,
Q&A, Activity (focussed on inspiration and future work).

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
DISCUSS why is it important to research real events/people when telling
these types of stories.
What type of and what sources of research did Diane use/do? What
inspired you from this story/session? How does research expand your
creative thinking and inspire your storytelling? What do you understand
about the importance of stories? What is Diane telling the reader by
focusing on a STEM star? Did you see any popular themes or characters
in Diane’s examples? How did they stimulate your thinking?
WATCH Diane Wolfer talk about her book
https://youtu.be/S9olYq-JPuY
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WATCH this clip about Munjed Al Muderis https://youtu.be/6eEzpnG8LxA
Munjed states:
“Leave something behind … either a knowledge that
people can learn from, charity that people can live on,
or a legacy by teaching people what we learned.”
What mark would you want to share/leave with others? Imagine
yourself doing this and write this as a short story, a picture using
collaged images from your past or record an audio or video interview
with yourself using a smartphone. Afterwards ask the questions: What
did you learn about yourself now? What about the qualities you need
to reach your goal? What challenges will you face? How did you feel once
you reached your goal?
QUESTIONS
•

How is Munjed making a difference to people’s lives?

•

What it this desire to help others and how does it help the person
helping and the person/people being helped?

•

Munjed has used science and technology to inspire and create. What is
the importance of robotics in his creations? How has robotics advanced
prosthetics?

•

Interestingly, Munjed was motivated by a film, The Terminator (1984).
What is it about this film that inspired him?

•

What is special about Munjed in relation to how he is as a person, what
he does and his job?

•

How did his story expand your perception of refugees, doctors, science,
technology and helping others?

•

Would you say Munjed is a humanitarian?

•

Science Fiction films often explore the future world in relation to
technology and STEM. Are there any other sci-fi films you have watched
in which the technology has now happened? Or is there a film that has
moved you to create or to be like a character?

•

Is there a film or other arts text e.g., art, dance, games etc. that has
encouraged you to create something? What inspired you and how did
this compare to what you made?

CURRICULUM LINKS
STEM
English

Language, Literature, Literacy

Humanities & Social Sciences

Knowledge and understanding, Humanities and
social skills

Science

Science understanding, Science as human behaviour,
Science inquiry skills

Technologies

Design technologies
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SESSION 2:
CARING FOR COUNTRY WITH
CHONTARLE BELLOTTIE
Chontarle Bellottie is from Wardandi and Bibbulman Country and is the Aboriginal Engagement
Manager with Bush Heritage Australia, one of Australia’s largest conservation organisations,
which works in collaboration with Traditional Owners in a ‘right-way science’ approach to
achieve conservation outcomes.
In this session students will learn about the importance of Traditional Owner knowledge systems
in looking after land and sea.
KEY THEMES 		

Culture and Country, Conservation, Collaboration, First Nations

Conservation is about natural resources and the process of protecting the earth for now and
the future. E.g., to conserve electricity, turning off the lights or switching off power points.
Connection to Country
Aboriginal “people have a profound physical and spiritual connection to country. It relates to
our beliefs and customs regarding creation, life and death, and spirits of the earth. Spiritual
connection to country guides the way we understand, navigate and use the land. It also
influences our cultural practices.”
(https://www.noongarculture.org.au/connection-to-country/)
Collaboration What conservation are Chontarle and Bush Heritage Australia doing?
FORMAT 			

Presentation, Q&A

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
DISCUSS the way Chontarle describe culture and country. What is your
understanding of culture and country? Do you have a similar connection
to these like Chontarle and First Nations people have? Bush Heritage
Australia is a conservation organisation. What does this mean? What
do they do that is conservation and why is this important? How is
collaboration and consultation integrated into the way Bush Heritage
Australia work? Why is it beneficial to conservation, to learn from the
Traditional Owners? Who are the First Nations people of Australia? Are
there any other first nations people you know of? What are their names,
customs, and land (country)? Are there any similarities with Australian
first nations peoples?
WATCH this clip about Bush Heritage Australia
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wj1-rqoN4r0
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RESEARCH the ‘right-way science’ approach to achieving conservation
outcomes either by looking at Bush Heritage Australia’s website,
searching the web or books. As a class/group activity, choose an area
within your school suburb that could do with some conservation
improvement. Either make a trip or collect images of what needs to
change. Figure out how the ‘right-way science’ approach can be used
to find solutions for this area. Create a storyboard plan of action using
images and including tasks, conversations and collaborations that need
to happen. Remember to write down the goals and outcomes you are
hoping to achieve.
QUESTIONS
•

What are the Traditional Owner knowledge systems?

•

Why are Traditional Owner knowledge systems important to
land management in Australia?

•

What are the benefits of using a ‘right-way science’ approach?

•

Can this approach be used in different areas?
Where is Wardandi and Bibbulman Country, where Chontarle is from?

•

What interested Chontarle in becoming involved in conservation?

•

What are the details of what Bush Heritage Australia actually do?

•

Can you give some examples of change and impact?

•

What does Chontarle sum up as “caring for country?”

CURRICULUM LINKS
Humanities & Social Sciences

Knowledge and understanding

Science

Science understanding, Science as human behaviour,
Science inquiry skills
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SESSION 3:
CREATIVE SCIENCE AND INNOVATIVE THINKING
WITH CRISTY BURNE
Cristy Burne is the co-author of Wednesday Weeks and the Tower of Shadows, a fast-paced
adventure series combining fantasy with science, engineering and maths.
In this exciting and practical session, students will learn about the link between science and
creativity and how they – and their characters – can solve problems in innovative ways.
KEY THEMES 		

Science, Creative writing, Research, Creative thinking

Science utilises observation and experiments to gain knowledge about the natural (physical)
world e.g., biology, human biology and physics, to find out truths (fundamental laws), often in a
logical way.
Creative writing is writing that uses the imagination or invention e.g., poetry, novels, plays,
songs and fiction including novels and short stories.
Research is the search and collecting information or resources required to increase knowledge
for a particular reason, use or to solve a problem or concern. Research is usually a careful,
diligent, systematic search.
Creative thinking is to use your mind to look at and consider things in new ways (new
perspectives). This could include problem-solving, analysis or being open-minded. By thinking
in this way the solution is often innovative as the process allows for expansiveness e.g. seeing a
situation in a new way.
FORMAT 			

Workshop, Q&A, Activity

Questions to Ask Cristy
•

What made you interested in and involved in writing young adult novels?

•

Why an interest in Science and STEM?

•

What made you focus on magic and science?

•

Why did you collaborate with Denis Knight?
Did you bring different skills to the table and what was your process like?

•

How did you come up with the cover and the illustration artist?

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
FIND examples in the book where science and magic are compared
in humorous ways. What do these examples suggest about science
and magic?
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This book is also about school dynamics, friendships, interests and
‘fitting in’ (socialising). Some of the characters are ‘different’.
DISCUSS how easy or difficult it is to ‘fit in’, especially when you are
different? Talk from your own experience or give examples. This novel/
series is also about growing up. What do the main characters learn about
themselves? Can you relate?
WATCH an interview with Cristy and her co-author Denis Knight about
the Wednesday Weeks series
https://fb.watch/aqtxEMfHj5/
QUESTIONS
•

What does Cristy Burne talk about in relation to science and types
of science?

•

How has she combined fantasy and science?

•

Can fantasy become science or vice versa?

•

What are the similarities and differences between magic and science?
Which one is more likely to ‘save the day’ and why?

•

What is creative writing? Is creative writing needed to write a
good fantasy?

•

Is fantasy always set in the future or can it be in the past or present?

•

What imagination does Cristy talk about or show though her writing?

•

What research is required to write a novel that includes science? What
research is required to continue a series? To find solutions, you often
need to think creatively. What creative thinking can you utilise to create
characters and storylines that incorporate science?
LIST the types of magic and science that are featured in the novel
and ask the class to define, research and find examples of them
e.g., quantum physics from within the book and any other examples.
Divide the class into small groups and get them to either write about
similar or different science experiments they have done, would like to
do or are inspired to do from reading the book. If you have the facilities,
do some experiments.
REDESIGN the cover of the book based on the student’s reading of it.
How is your cover different and what does it say about your perspective
of the reading?

CURRICULUM LINKS
STEM
English

Language, Literature, Literacy
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SECONDARY SCHOOL
YEARS 7 – 10
SESSION 1:
STARS IN THEIR EYES WITH AŚKA
Aśka is a visual storyteller and science communicator who makes comics and graphic novels.
Her latest graphic novel is Stars in Their Eyes, developed with writer and teacher Jessica
Walton. Students will hear how Aśka’s background in quantum physics, animation, design and
storytelling all contribute to her interest in conveying narratives and complex information with
pictures. In her interactive session students will take a closer look at the power of images and
test their visual literacy skills.
KEY THEMES 		
			

Visual Storytelling, Illustration, Science communication,
Story development/creative thinking

Visual Storytelling or visual narrative is a story told mainly through visuals (pictures/images)
including slides, video, photography and illustration. Other media such as music may be used
to enhance the images. Other examples that could be visual stories are bar graphs, some
documentaries and Instagram posts.
Illustration is a picture that could be a drawing, photograph or painting or other form of
artwork that is telling a story or bringing attention to a topic.
Science communication is about increasing wonder and interest in scientific discoveries
through educating, informing and raising awareness about science topics.
Story development/creative thinking is taking the mental inspiration, the idea (thought), the
imagination and turning it into something tangible such as notetaking and perhaps developing
this into something such as a book.
FORMAT 			

Workshop, Q&A, Activity

WHAT TO EXPECT

Workshop, live demonstrations, Q&A, Activity

Questions to Ask Aśka
•

How did you get involved in this type of storytelling and art?

•

What interests you in science and why do you think science is important to communicate?

•

What is quantum physics really?

•

You have so many areas of interest and skills, how did you realise you could put all these
together?

•

How did you work together with Jessica?

•

What was the process?

•

How did you come up with the character Kara?
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CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
DISCUSS what visual storytelling is. What do you like about this
form of book? How does having visuals help you read and
understand the content/story? What visuals are used in the novel
Stars in Their Eyes? Can you describe what a graphic novel is? Look
closely at the illustrations. Can you describe the linework, colours,
shapes, and type of drawings e.g., cute, brightly coloured with thick
black lines? What sense of the story do the illustrations give? What is
science communication and why is it important? How have Jessica and
Aśka communicated science through this book? Can you see the story
development in this book? What did you learn about these key terms
through interacting in this session? What makes a hero and why are
heroes important? Do you have any and why are they your heroes?
CREATE a storyboard from a science topic. Separate the class into smaller
groups and give them a science topic. Also give them some lined paper
and 1-2 storyboard sheets of A4 photocopied paper with 8-12 outlines
of squares drawn on them and room for their story development. Talk
about story making, characters and how the science topic will fit in. In
groups develop a story and then develop corresponding images on the
storyboard paper. Once done, colour in, paying consideration to how
the colour palette adds to the story. At the end each group can show
their work to the class. Ask each other questions about the characters,
the storyline and the science component. How does this compare to
Stars in Their Eyes?

WATCH this interview with co-author of Stars in their Eyes, Jessica
Walton, which gives important insight into what the world will look like
queerness and disability were normalised
https://youtu.be/MCZTuAElWD8
CURRICULUM LINKS
English

Language, Literature, Literacy

Science

Science understanding

The Arts

Visual Arts
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SESSION 2:
HOW TO BUILD A WORLD WITH A.J. BETTS
Dr A.J. Betts is a teacher, speaker and award-winning author of five works of young adult fiction.
In this session A.J. will explore the overlap between science and creativity, particularly in the
development of her speculative fiction duology Hive and Rogue. She’ll share the background
of the story, and how she used STEM research to build future worlds that comment on climate
change, technology and nature.
KEY THEMES 		

Creative Writing, Science, Research

Creative Writing is writing that uses the imagination or invention e.g., poetry, novels, plays,
songs, and fiction including novels and short stories.
Science, utilises observation and experiments to gain knowledge about the natural (physical)
world e.g., biology, human biology, and physics, to find out truths (fundamental laws), often in a
logical way.
Research is the search and collecting information or resources required to increase knowledge
which is for a particular reason, use, or to solve a problem or concern. Research is usually a
careful, diligent, systematic search.
FORMAT 			

Presentation, Q&A

Questions to Ask A.J.
•

How did you come up with the idea of a drip from the ceiling to create a sense of curiosity?

•

Can you explain speculative fiction?

•

What is a duology?

•

Why did you do two books?

•

How did you come up within the titles?

•

Are they important and what do you want the reader to know by these titles?

•

Can you talk more about how you did your STEM research?

•

How did you decide to focus on climate change, technology, and nature?

•

How do you come up with the many different unique worlds in your books?

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
DISCUSS what creative writing is. What different types are there?
What creative writing is used in Hive and Rogue? How has science
been incorporated in this story? What would have had to be
researched to develop these stories? How can being curious and
science work together?
18

WATCH this clip about a natural solution to climate change
https://youtu.be/t4eE9Fqu1yE
In A.J. Betts’ books she links climate change, technology and nature.
In Hive and Rogue there is an emphasis on bees and the underwater
habitat. RESEARCH bees or the oceans to learn more about the
importance of these creatures and environment. Use this research
to do a STEM innovation that can help in positive and sustainable
environmental impact of these natural resources.
WATCH this climate change clip https://youtu.be/fhDuqvRk6LY and
DISCUSS ecosystem-based adaptation.

CURRICULUM LINKS
STEM
English

Language, Literature, Literacy

Science

Science understanding, Science as human behaviour,
Science inquiry skills

Technologies

Design technologies and digital technologies
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SESSION 3:
CLIMATE CHANGE PANEL:
THE LESSONS OF TODAY FOR TOMORROW
SPEAKERS 		

Tiffany Vale & Chontarle Bellottie

Chontarle Bellottie is the Aboriginal Engagement Manager for the environmental conservation
not-for-profit organisation, Bush Heritage. Tiffiny Vale is the Lead Negotiator on the Bidyadanga
Land Activation Pilot with the Department of Premier and Cabinet.
In this panel session students will learn how Traditional Owner knowledge is embedded in
land management and conservation practices. They will learn about cultural mapping, which
acknowledges every piece of land has a story and keeps culture at the heart of planning vision.
KEY THEMES 		

First Nations knowledge, Conservation, Culture mapping

First Nations knowledge: “Australian Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples have
longstanding scientific knowledge traditions. These traditions have developed knowledge about
the world through observation using all the senses; through prediction and hypothesis; through
testing (designing, making and appraising); and through making generalisations within specific
contexts.
These scientific methods have been practiced and transmitted from one generation to
the next and contribute to particular ways of knowing the world that are unique as well as
complementary to western scientific knowledge. The inter-generational transfer of these
knowledges relies on cultural practices including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander languages,
story, ritual, dance and song.“
(https://www.csiro.au/en/education/programs/indigenous-stem-education-project/
acknowledgement)
Conservation is about natural resources and the process of protecting the earth for now and
the future. E.g., to conserve electricity, turning off the lights or switching off power points.
Cultural mapping acknowledges every piece of land has a story and keeps culture at the heart
of planning vision.
FORMAT 			

Panel discussion, Q&A, Presentation

Questions to Ask Chontarle and Tiffany
•

Chontarle what made you interested in this area of expertise as a career?

•

How do you become involved in conservation?

•

Why do you think conservation is important and what are some easy ways we can
conserve daily?

•

Tiffany, how has the Bidyadanga Land Activation Pilot impacted on the area and people?

•

Is this pilot going to be used anywhere else?
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•

How do you negotiate with the government on the importance of your learnings and
Aboriginal knowledge use for the environment?

•

How different is traditional knowledge of land to our current practices and what will it
take to develop these as more integrated practices?

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES
DISCUSS what Traditional Owner knowledge is. Why is it important for
Australia to acknowledge and use this resource? Why is conservation
important to the future? What is your understanding of culture mapping?
How is this used?
Ask each student about the suburb they live in. Divide into pairs or
groups if students live in the same area or do as individualised activities.
Using the idea of culture mapping, RESEARCH the background of this
area, Indigenous, colonial history and now. What did you find out? Use
this information to come up with solutions to improve this place for
future. Remember to keep cultural acknowledgement and what you have
researched as central to any plans. Perth Festival strongly encourages all
schools to engage with their local elders.
WATCH this passionate talk by Albert Wiggan calling for better recognition
from the scientific community for Indigenous knowledge. He argues it is
science and that’s what we should call it.
https://youtu.be/X5QON5l6zy8

CURRICULUM LINKS
STEM
English

Language, Literature, Literacy

Humanities & Social Sciences

Knowledge and understanding
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