SPARKLES
PRODUCTION DETAIL
RUNNNG TIME
GENRE
COUNTRY OF ORIGIN
LANGUAGE:
PRODUCTION COMPANY
WEBSITE
CONTACT

12 MINUTE
DRAM
AUSTRALI
ENGLIS
RUS
WWW.RUSHFILMS.COM.A
CODY@RUSHFILMS.COM.AU

TAGLIN
When we are accepted for who we are, we are given the chance to SPARKLE

LOGLIN
A 30-something-year-old woman with Down Syndrome leaves her past behind, and runs away from a small country town,
heading towards the city. Along her way, she makes an unlikely friendship with a Drag Queen from the Outback and the
two embark on a journey together.

Downloadable Stills Package
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LONG SYNOPSIS
Courtney is a 30-something-year-old woman with Down syndrome who leaves her past behind, running away from her
hometown in rural Australia, to head towards the city. Along her journey, in the middle of the Outback, she is forced to
make a pitstop. Straight off the bus, Courtney walks into the local town pub, and receives an uninviting welcome from the
locals. Without much hesitation she quickly gets out of there. To her surprise, Courtney nds herself sitting on a curb out
the back of the pub, with a Drag Queen named Diamond. The pair become fast friends, bonding over their sparkly
accessories and karaoke. As the night carries on, Courtney nds herself in trouble with a drunk local, who takes
advantage of her while no ones around. In the middle of his attempt, Diamond comes to Courtney’s rescue. Afterwards,
both a little shell shocked from what just happened, the new friends nd themselves turning their frustrations out on each
other. The courage it sometimes takes to be ourselves, doesn’t always come easy. It isn’t long before Diamond and
Courtney nd their way back to one another, and decide to head towards a bigger, brighter, more sparkly life in the city…
together.

WRITER STATEMENT - TINA FIELDING
This script is a result of a mentorship I undertook with emerging director/ producer, Jacqueline Pelczar through DADAA
(Disability in the Arts, Disadvantages in the Arts, Australia). I was happy and excited about it, as before this I had never
had the opportunity to meet and collaborate with upcoming lmmakers, just like me. Jacqueline helped me in
constructing the screenplay, but I knew exactly what story I wanted to tell and had a strong vision as a writer. I wanted to
tell a story about home, and accepting people for who they are, through my own voice, and represent diversity on screen
properly. This story isn’t about Down syndrome, it is a coming of age road lm whose lead actress happens to have down
syndrome. Yes, this story touches on experiences unique to her, though the heart of the story is something that we can
all relate to. It’s about learning to embrace our differences and nding home outside of our usual surroundings, but also
in ourselves and the people who embrace us for who we are.
This story is important to me because I see myself in the main characters that we meet and that’s an experience I didn’t
commonly have growing up watching lms. The story explores living disabilities, the LGBTQIA+ community, in the
context of a story we are all familiar with.
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to really elevate my career as a writer/producer. I have a lot of ideas and this would open doors to more opportunities to
be able to express them. I see this short lm as becoming a proof of concept for a potential series. The series story line
would continue on from where the short lm ends, following Diamond and Sparkles on their road trip, and Sparkle’s
journey after reaching ‘the big smoke’. The series would further explore a day in the life of someone living with a
disability, afraid to come out of the closet and identify herself with the LGBTQIA+ community, and exploring an
independence that the world around her doesn’t really understand.
This project is unique on and off the screen. Due to DADAA and Screenwest, I have already been able to build a team
around me that support me, and my ideas, bringing them to life and truly exploring screen diversity. This project gives me
the opportunity to be able to live up to my full potential. I love this story, I’m excited for the outcomes of this project, and
what this can become in the future.

DIRECTOR STATEMENT - JACQUELINE PELCZAR
I originally started working on this project as a mentor to Tina through DADAA (Disability in the Arts, Disadvantages in the
Arts, Australia). The goal was to progress Tina’s story development and guide her in writing a short screenplay. This
mentorship took place over ve months, starting in July 2018. Having been a mentor to Tina over the course of the
project’s initial development, I feel I have been able to grasp a much deeper understanding of the project’s roots, and its
signi cance not only to Tina, but to everyone who will be involved.
At the very beginning of the mentorship, Tina mapped out her rst detailed outline and I asked her to write answers down
to several questions about the story. Two answers in particular that Tina gave summarised the story’s signi cance. The
rst question was, what is the most interesting thing about this script? Tina’s answer; “Diversity of the characters”. I then
asked Tina why it was important to her to play the character of Courtney “Sparkles” Green, Tina’s answer; “All my life I
never seen someone like me in lms before”. Since then, we have discussed these questions at length. Tina has opened
up about her experiences and we have formed a trusting relationship – which is why I feel Tina asked me to direct the
project. She knew that I would support and guide her every step of the way. It has been clear from the very beginning
that Tina and I have similar tastes when it comes to the stories we want to tell. We like character driven dramas that deal
with real life subject matter
After Tina asked me to direct this script there was a transition for me, from mentor to director. Regardless of how this
project came to fruition, if anyone handed me this script, it would be one I would jump up and down to direct. Most of the
work I’ve been involved in as a director comes from quite a politically charged place, usually aiming to deliver a message
in relation to how we view people in society. I’m forever curious as to why people are the way they are – eager to get an
insight into the minds of others, and learn what it is like to walk in another person’s shoes. This story is one I feel we can
all relate to. Which is why I feel its delivery will be so powerful. We can all relate to feeling like we don’t belong, like we’re
out of place, or misunderstood. At some point, or in fact several points of our life we all go through phases of selfdiscovery and endure a “coming of age” tale. It is also incredibly important to both Tina and myself that we represent
disability and LGBTQIA+ on screen. These are communities she identi es with and owns the narrative to and I believe it
is crucial to tell these stories in order to create a more accepting and understanding society.
Sparkles allows us to take a familiar genre, a coming of age road lm, and tell it through a perspective that is
underrepresented, and historically marginalised – proving that we can all empathise with one another, and that we are all
human. Though I can never directly relate to what life is like for someone like Tina, I have grown close enough to her that
I’ve been able to get an insight into her world, and we have bonded over the mutual feeling of being an outcast, through
completely separate experiences. This mutual narrative we address in the story between characters Diamond and
Courtney. I feel extremely fortunate to be involved in such a unique project, and really do believe that this experience will
have a continued impact on our future as lmmakers.
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This short lm gave me an opportunity to learn more in-depth about the lmmaking process, and allowed me a platform

CREATIVE TEAM:
TINA FIELDING - WRITER / CO-PRODUCER / ACTRES
Tina Fielding has been wanting to write and make lms for 15 years and in 2008 she hand delivered one of her
screenplays to Universal Studios. Tina is 39 years old, identi es as living with disability and as a member of the
LGBTQIA+ community. In 2018, Tina began to work with Emerging Director Jacqueline Pelczar, as a mentor to develop a
short screenplay, Sparkles, which became successfully funding by Screenwest, Western Australia’s premium funding
body for screen, through their Elevate70 program. Within in the past four years, Tina has been an active member within
the Living Disability Arts Community, participating in The Other Film Festival on a panel discussion, hosted by Ross
Graysen Bell (Producer - Fight Club, Under Suspicion) and supported by DADAA and Screenwest. She has performed
with the Black Swan Theatre Company, Poles Apart Community Theatre, and made her debut Screen Appearance in her
very own lm she wrote and co-produced, “SPARKLES”. Tina is a passionate advocate for Diversity within the arts, and
in a very short time has fast become one to watch!

JACQUELINE PELCZAR— DIRECTOR / SCRIPT MENTOR
Jacqueline Pelczar is an emerging Director from Perth, Western Australia. She began directing music videos, some
which have been featured on MTV Australia, “Rage” (ABC), and in nationwide festivals. Jacqueline has Produced and
Edited short documentaries for NITV (National Indigenous Television, Australia) additionally supported by Screenwest.
Jacqueline has written, produced, and directed three short lms to date which have gone on to screen in National and
International Festivals such as Cinefest Oz and the IMAGINE THIS International Women’s Film Festival in New York City.
She has collaborated with international, multi – disciplinary performance artist, Sarah Nelson, resulting in a short lm
project currently in post-production. In 2018 Jacqueline was one of three directors on the comedy web series “Single
Ladies”, supported by Screenwest and Screen Australia. Upon the series release in 2019 it has been featured at national
and international festivals and has accumulated various awards such as best ensemble cast and best cinematography,
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and best comedy series. Later in 2019, Jacqueline was selected as one of three West Australian Directors to take part in
the Melbourne International Film Festival Accelerator Lab Express Program for Directors.
She recently completed her third nancially supported short form project SPARKLES through Screenwest’s Elevate70
funding. Jacqueline has previously obtained a full-time position at Screenwest; Western Australia’s primary funding body
for Screen Production, as the Factual and Diversity Development and Production assistant. She has also previously
worked at DADAA (Disability in the Arts, Disadvantages in the Arts) as a mentor to artists with various living disabilities.
Jacqueline is currently in development for her rst long form project a television series; Teenage Dream.

CODY GREENWOOD - PRODUCER
Cody Greenwood is the founder of Rush Films. Recognised by Screen Producer’s Australia as ‘One to Watch’, Cody has
since earned herself a reputation as one of Australia’s most promising lm producers. Her latest feature documentary
‘Under the Volcano’ premiered at SXSW and is being distributed globally by Universal Pictures. Cody has spent the last
decade working alongside some of Australia’s most prominent diverse storytellers to create authentic and thoughtprovoking content. Her recent short lm, Tooly, is an Indigenous supernatural drama written and directed by Karla Hart.
She also recently completed the highly anticipated 6-part documentary series ‘Girl Like You’, in partnership with
Screenwest and Screen Australia. Filmed across 4 years, the documentary follows the raw and intimate journey of a
young woman as she watches her partner transition from male to female.Cody is currently in development on feature lm
‘Fads and Miracles’. The script was shortlisted as 1 of 3 projects for Screenwest’s highly-acclaimed West Coast Visions
production grant and has been selected as 1 of 13 international teams to take part in the ‘Attagurl’ lm lab.
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PRESENTATION CREDITS
SCREENWEST AND LOTTERYWEST

RUSH FILMS PRESENTS

CLOSING CREDITS
Directed by
JACQUELINE PELCZAR
Written by
TINA FIELDING
Produced by
CODY GREENWOOD
Executive Producer
RIKKI LEA BESTALL
Director of Photography
MICK MCDERMOTT
Production Designer
SALLY PHIPPS
Costume Designer
TEXX MONTANA
Co-Producer
TINA FIELDING
Script Editor
JACQUELINE PELCZAR
Editor
ELAINE SMITH
Composer
SEAN TINNION
Script & Director Mentor
RENEE WEBSTER
Sound Designer
NICK GALLAGHER
Make-Up & Hair
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TESS ROWE
Courtney / Sparkles
TINA FIELDING
Diamond
GARY COOPER
Courtney’s Mother
CHANDRA WYATT
Bernie
BRUCE DENN
Holly
SIRIA KICKETT
Jonesy
JAMES BROADHURST
Band
LINCOLN MACKINNON, JAMES DOLIN, ELLIOT SMITH
1st Assistant Director
GEMMA HALL
Production Manager
LAN NGUYEN
Continuity
FRANCES ELLIOTT
Production Runner
JESSICA HORSMAN
Production Runner
MATTHEW HODGKINSON
Voice Coach
HOLLY JONES
Traffic Control
SAHRA MILLER
Safety Officer / Stunts
PETER WEST
Nurse
JENNIFER BEALE
Gaffer
ANDREW PIERCY
Best Boy
ADAM PIERCY
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1st Assistant Camera
AJ COULTIER
MAX NELSON
Sound Recordist
GAVIN REPTON
Boom Operator
ALEX BLOCHER
Boom Operator
JAMES BROCK
Drag Consultant / Drag Costume Maker
ORLI MOON-NICE
Main Cast Costume Maker
REMY BENN
Costume Assistant / Standby
SHERIDAN SAVAGE
Costume Assistant / Standby
ERYN BURNETT-BLUE
Costume Art Finishers
ARABELLA GUNNING
JESSICA HORSMAN
Art Department Assistant
SHERIDAN SAVAGE
BROOKE COLLARD
NINA GEE
Stills Photographer
LIANG XU
Poster Desig
DREW LANGHAM
Extras Coordinator
SAM LARA
Colorist
PAUL KOMADINA
Post Visual Effects
PAUL KOMADINA
Sound Mixer
NICHOLAS GALLAGHER
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Dialogue Editor
LUCY MESSENGER
Sound Effects Editor
DANIEL JOHNSTON
Foley Mixer
MICHAEL FRAGOMENI
Foley Artist / Editor
TERRI BELLEM
ADR Mixer
MICHAEL FRAGOMENI
MUSIC
Library music courtesy of Artlist
Homecoming Queen; Written by Thelma Plum, Alexander Burnett, Oli Horton; Performed by Thelma
Plum, Courtesy of Warner Chappell
Camera Equipment
HD RENTALS
Post Sound Facility
CUE SOUND
Production Accountant
DEBBIE HENSHAW
Legals
BEACH STREET LAWYERS
Insurance
MCKENNA HAMPTON
Screenwest
EVA DI BLASIO – TALENT DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
SIMONE FLAVELLE – INCLUSION MANAGER
CHANTAL CHATEAUNEUF – INTERIM TALENT DEVELOPMENT MANAGER
PERTH EXTRAS
Abbas Ismailzada
Adrian Casswell
Amy Roberts
Amy Royle
Andre Rodrigues
Andrew Yorg
Anke van der Merwe
Anne Tottle
Ayla Wren
Bec Simpkins
Berlin Brownlee
Bronwyn Fennell
Chelsie Johnson
Cheryl Harris
Darcy Oliver
Dave Barker
Deb Machlin
Elisabet Pryor
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Emma Thomason
Etienne Casswell
Georgia Teale
Glen Phillips
Grace Garnett
James Usmar
Jesse Davie
Jessika Ryymin
Jimmy Qualter
Joe Haworth
John Shipway
Jordan Paolillo
Joshua Allengame
Joshua Gilbert
Justin Brockett
Katelin Barker
Kiara Taylor
Lara Harris
Liam Kearle
Lilly Hogg
Lucy Codner
Mackenzie Wren
Maernet B
Mary Carr
Mason Hewett
Matt Puddicombe
Matthew Bruyninckx
Melissa Keenan
Moy Kearle
Nate Garnett
Nathan Turner
Nigel Goodwin
Ollie Fennell
Peter Williams
Rachel Phillips
Regan C. McVeigh
Ryan Harris
Sanja Vuksanovic
Seth Higson
Sophie Mulcahy
Steve Keogh
Terry Pinker
Tracey Mulcahy
Trish Garnett
Viviane Testa
William Kisaka
William Wallace Killen
SOUTHERN CROSS EXTRAS
Amanda Coutis
Angela Pollard
Carly Strange
Daryl Jones
Glen Cullen
Jennifer Francis
Kirk Blackman
Leonie Coutis
Mayette Potter
Norma Debra Brown
Mark Cullen
Roger McKean
Rene Angelides
Sarah Pollard
SUPPORTED BY DADAA
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SPECIAL THANKS TO
Indian Ocean Hotel, Mimi Helm, Nicolee Fox, Kalamunda Hotel, Gull Karragullen, Mark Cullen, Palace
Hotel, Shire of Yilgarn, Southern Cross Motel, Kerry - Diamond Heels, Lien See Leong, Lauren
Widdicombe, Kirsten Lithgo, Pia Novacsek, Gemma Hall, Percy Flint.

PRODUCED AND FILMED ON LOCATION IN WESTERN AUSTRALIA

PRODUCED BY
RUSH FILMS

Principal Development and Production Funder

© 2020 Tina Fielding, Screenwest (Australia) Ltd
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